
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1814.] Sketches from a Tourist's Note-Book, 



191 



Zt tie Prejfrietort of flu Ptlfcuf Magaaine. 



I 



f the following remarks, which 
<*■ may be more properly styled 
sketches from a tourist's note-boot, 
than a connected tour, are worthy a 
place in your Magazine, your inser- 
tion will much gratify your attentive 
reader 

E.G.A. 



TRAVELLERS have, oh visiting 
Belfast, been much prepossessed 
with the exterior appearance. The 
regulation of the police in respect 
to" keeping the streets clean, the 
spirit of improvement which is con- 
spicuous in the erection of new 
buildings, and the many excellent 
institutions for the relief of the 
poorer classes of the community,' 
appear to advantage, when contrast- 
ed with most, of the towns in the 
north of Ireland ; but it requires a 
more intimate knowledge of Bel- 
fast than travellers have the means of 
acquiring, to discover that there is 
more tinsel ornament than unalloyed 
gold in this town, which has been 
unaptly styled the Athens of Ire- 
land. 

I had supposed that Belfast pos- 
sessed a considerable portion of li- 
terary talent ; but a more '•accurate 
observation has convinced me that 
I had formed an erroneous opinion. 
Of the public literary institutions 1 
shall take a cursory view. There are 
two public libraries, supported by 
subscriptions; one, in a room be- 
longing to the White Linen Hall, 
has been long established; the 
other is of more recent date. There 
are also several circulating libra- 
lies, for the benefit of those ladies 
and gentlemen who " too weak to 
bear the insupportable fatigue" 'of 
wore rational studies, devote their 



leisure hours to the perusal of no4 
vels and romances.* 

A literary society meet once a 
month, and each member in rotation 
is required to read a paper on the 
subject of polite literature, science, 
or antiquities. The public have 
been led to expects statistical ac- 
count of the County -Antrim, pub. 
lished- under the auspices of this' 
society, but if- any progress has 
been made in this work, I have- 
reason to believe that many years 
will elapse before it is completed. 
A number of y'oung men, in 1811, 
formed a society which had for its 
object the discussion- of historical, 
moral, and literary subjects. The 
members of this society flattered 
themselves that much good should 
result from the habits of study ac- 
quired . by the necessary attention 
to a course of reading/ to qualify 
them for debating on the subjects of 
discussion. Perhaps these visionary 
hopes may be realized, but there is 
considerable danger that while their 
minds 'are engrossed by the content' 
plation of the worth and- excellence 
of the friends of freedom in for- 
merdays, 

" These fond adorers of departed, fame,"' 

will remain insensible to the , pre- 
sent, and regardless of the future? 
dangers which may arise in our po- 
litical horizon. I have heard of 
many sage .recommendations not to* 
let 1 politics interfere with literary 
pursuits ; yet as I consider politics 
merely another name for the his- 



* The .owner of a circulating; library 
in London, gave the following description 
of one class v of iuY readers: «' They get 
five changes of books ill a day- They 
never read a book to an end; They 
yawn over the title, skirV.the preface, 
jump to the middle, dash again to the end, 
and away fox another •srolump,'' 
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tery of the present time, I think it 
inexcusable in any individual, and 
particularly' in a member of the 
Historic Society, to be an uninterest- 
ed spectator of passing events. 

Proceeding from Belfast to Hills- 
borough, I was highly gratified by 
the view of a very beautiful tract of 
country. The cultivated and im- 
proved lands, the diversity of hill 
and dale, and the extensive range 
of mountains, gave variety to the 
landscape; . Lisburn appears to great 
advantage from several parts of -the 
road ; the town, situated on a bill, 
surrounded on this sid« by trees, 
and the river Lagan winding along 
the valley, make a picturesque 
scene. 

Hillsborough, a small town, most* 
ly built on a high hill, has, ow en- 
trance, a gloomy appearance, in conv 
sequence of the houses being most- 
ly built wHh a dark coloured kind ef 
stone. The church is a fine build- 
ing, in the form of a cross a the win- 
dows are of stained glass, but, with 
the exception of the east wiedow, 
they.de not contribute tothewrtra- 
meot of the.churchj as they aw ex- 
ecuted in very, bad taste. It is wor* 
thx,,£tf,$$e,i.«^t,th& step- to the 
communion-table, a stone twenty* 
one" feet hmg and two feet broad, 
wa* dug out of a quarry in the 
neighbourhood of Hillsborough. 

The l^arquk of Downshire re- 
sides generally in Hillsborough ; his 
demesne is not remarkable for ele- 
gance. He lately displayed* at* 
amiable trait of character in assists 
ing at the ceremony of laying the 
first ,stone ef the foundation of a 
Catholic chapel near, Moira.. This 
act,., considered , abstractedly, . is 
sparsely -4e»cnfiBg of notice is-huti 
when I reflect how many persons in 
his rank of life-wilHogly seize every 
pretext to, depress the Catholics, 
while they favonr the Orange fac- 
tion, the character of the Marquis 



is raised higher in my estimation, 
and I willingly give him credit for 
the spirit of conciliation which he 
has displayed. 

Near Moira, a large quantity ef 
limestone is found. IVlr. Dubopr- 
dieu, in his Statistical survey of the 
County Down, supposes this lime- 
stone to be a continuation of that 
body, which, With little interrup- 
tion, is to be met with along the 
coast from Magitligan, in the Coun- 
ty Derry, following the headlands 
of the County Antrim, to that range 
of mountains which run north of 
Lisburn, and thence, turning towards 
the west, overhangs the river Lagan, 
near Moira. 

The appearance of Jyloira, is net 
prepossessing ; it, is ,the ruins of a 
town. The late Earl, of Mqira )&ft 
this improved part of his, estate, 
and went to, reside near Ballina* 
hinch ; the town has. since ceased to 
flourish. . The house which was ocr- 
cupied by the Earl is now, levelled 
to the ground ; the situation chosen 
for building' it did. not display much 
ta$te, as the only view fr^m the frenr| 
of the house was a fpfmal; row, Wf 
trees op each side pf £ very «wrew 
lawn, and terminating with a vista 
of the Church, which had ; also 
formal rows of trees planted ia, ft 
similar style. A school-house,, in 
Moira has in. front of the building 
an inscription, announcing that the, 
inhabitants are indebted to the flaw- 
dorj ( family for the erection.. ; The,, 
inscription conveys some reflections 
to the mind of the traveller, on, the 
ridiculous and contemptible vanity 
which leads persons to be so, anxious 
for fame as to induce them to, have 
their benevolent actions engraven on 
stone, and displayed in conspicuous 
situations. 

The appearance of the country 
improves on approaching Magbera- 
lin, a small town exhibiting many 
symptoms of decay. Hera are the 
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remains of a garden belonging to 
the former See-house of the Bishop 
of Dromore ; but the ruins only 
serve " to mark where a garden had 
been." 

I have seldom seen a town which 
possessed less interesting variety 
than Lurgan ; the long, irregular 
street, with the few houses built awk- 
wardly in the middle, and the dull, 
gloomy appearance of the town, 
make it have few attractions for a 
stranger; A house intended for a 
school' has' lately been erected in 
Lurgan ; it is a shewy edifice. A 
school for girls has been opened in 
the house, and sanguine expectations 
have been formed • of the benefits 
to be derived from it. A little jl- 
liberality,' visible, in the manage- 
ment of the school at the com- 
mencement, requires to be noticed. 
Some of the ladies who 1 took an ac- 
tive part iri arranging the plan, ob- 
jected to teach the girls to write, 
lest' they should in future life make 
an improper use of the instruction ' 
they had acquired. This niggard- 
ly way 1 of partly giving instruction, 
and partly withholding it, ought to 
receive decided 1 reprehension. It 
is astonishing that there are so many 
advocates for ignprance, and that 
people are unwilling to part with 
.their prejudices. Let all per- 
son* irrtfie higher and middle ranks 
of society who have it in their power, 
contribute their share towards in- 
structing the poorer classes, and they 
will 'find that ignorance is far more 
dangerous than knowledge. They 
wiH i! be convinced Chat the power 
conferred by education will tender 
the poor more capable of perrbrhiing 
their duties, far ' Whatever situation 
they may fete plated in future 
life; 

In Lurgan, many plans have 
been adopted for the relief of the 
poor, but poverty has not diminish- 



ed in proportion to the exertion* 
qsed to alleviate it. A considerable 
degree of caution is requisite, in all 
plans for the relief of the poor, not 
to let them depend more on gratui- 
tous assistance than upon their own 
industrious exertions, as indiscrimi- 
nate charity, not guided by judg- 
ment, too frequently proves the 
nourisher of idleness and vice. 

A manufactory of damask, diaper- 
damask, diaper, and sheetings, has 
been established near Lurgan by Mr. 
Greer. The machinery used in mak- 
ing damask is too complex for me to 
describe ; but some of the patterns 
manufactured by this gentleman are 
very beautiful. 

Pursuing my journey along an 
extremely bad road, 7| miles from 
Lurgan, I crossed a ferry over the 
river Baon, near where it falls 'into 
Lough Neagb. The Baon rises in 
the Mourne mountains, and is one 
of the finest rivers in the North of 
Ireland. A small kind of pearl has 
been frequently found in it. The 
view, after passing the ferry, of the 
great expanse of Lough Neagh, 
bounded by the County Derry moun- 
tains, is very fine. Lough Neagh 
presents extremely dissimilar seen* 
ery when viewed from different 
places; in some parte low marshy 
ground is exhibited j in others very 
sparkling sand, intermixed with 
beautiful and valuable pebbles. 
Many pieces of petrified wood* par* 
ticularly holly, have been found on 
the banks oi Lough Neagh ; hence 
the water has been supposed to pos- 
sess a petrifying quality. Between 
the, Bann-foot ferry and the little 
village of Maghery, I observed se- 
veral trees of holly and white thorn, 
of considerable size. The latter 
probably owe • their preservation to 
the superstitious veneration for 
old thorn trees, which is very general 
among the uuinsttucted classes, and 
which proceeds from the idea that 
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they are the haunts of fairies*, who, 
if provoked by their destruction, 
will either maim the person who 
cuts the trees, or in some way in- 
jure his property. 

As I approached Verner's-bridge, 
I might probably have been much 
pleased with the prospect of the im- 
proved and cultivated demesne of 
Church-hill, when contrasted with 
the bleak appearance of a great tract 
of bog called the Moyntaughs, 
through which I had recently pass- 
ed, if I had not recollected that in 
this part of the County Armagh the 
hydra of Orangism had first appear- 
ed, and had driven the enlightened 
spirit of toleration and conciliation 
far from the precincts of Veruer's- 
bridge. I remembered with horror 
the merciless acts of " the inhuman 
banditti" who persecuted the unof- 
fending Catholics, and forced them 
to take shelter in a more hospitable 
part of Ireland. The Orange lodge 
No. 1, has been long securely shel- 
tered among the bogs in this neigh- 
bourhood ; and although at present 
the County Armagh is permitted to 
remain unmolested, the baneful ef- 
fects of the Orange association have 
been felt far and wide through ihe 
country. Orangism has risen like a 
pestilential exhalation, and the fetid 
odour has spread with destructive 
rapidity through the various ranks. 
May the numerous petitions which 
have been lately forwarded to par- 
liament against these illegal associa- 
tions, serve to dispel the noxious va- 
pour, and render Ireland '* at once 
happy and free." 

Dungannon, memorable in the an- 
nals of patriotism for the meeting 
of Volunteers, looks picturesque at 
a distance. So considerable an ad- 
dition has been made to it within a 
few years past, that the recently e- 
rected buildings may be denominat- 
ed a new town. A distillery has 
been lately built, but I do not con- 



sider it an improvement, either in a 
moral or commercial point of view. 
Whiskey is very ruinous to this 
country. A foolish notion prevails, 
that men in the middle and lower 
ranks of society cannot meet and 
converse without drinking. Few 
have so much command of their 
passions as to say to their evil pro- 
pensities, so far shalt thou go and 
no farther, and not possessing 
sufficient resolution to dare to be 
singular in the right, too many per- 
sons by degrees acquire a fondness 
for intoxicating liquors. Although 
they may at tiroes resolve to aban- 
don their vicious habits, 

" Yet alas ! whan habits rooted, 
Few hae pith the root to pu', 
Their resolves are aye nonsuited, 
They promise aye, but aye get fu\" 

In a commercial point of view the 
Dungannon distillery has been in- 
jurious, as the owners of bleach- 
greens in the virility have suffered 
considerably in consequence of the 
water having received some ingre r 
dients which render it less fit for the 
operations of bleaching. 

On a hill near one of the princi* 
pal streets, on the spot on which 
Dungannon castle, famous in anti- 
quity, stood, Mr. Hanyngton has 
built a house, in imitation of a cas- 
tle. He has also made a singular 
garden on the top of an arch built 
across the road leading from Dun- 
gannon to Cookstown. In his lawn 
are some of the largest beech trees 
I have ever seen. 

Leaving Dungannon, I passed 
through Lord Northland's demesne; 
from some parts of which I had very 
fine views of the surrounding coun- 
try, in other parts the views were 
very uninteresting. Hence to Moy 
the scenery enlivened by bleach- 
greens is frequently very pictur* 
esque. The roads in this neighbour- 
hood are uncommonly good; they ap. 
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pear to great advantage when con- 
trasted with those near Lurgan. 
Moy is separated from Charlemont 
by a bridge. The latter has a most 
disagreeable military appearance. 
It is an artillery garrison ; cannons 
are planted in all directions to give 
it a terrific appearance, I noted 
little remarkable about Charlemont 
except some very large shells which 
are found in the neighbouring bogs. 

Blackwatertown is an uninterest- 
ing place, but from the road which 
runs parallel with the river Black- 
water, the traveller is presented 
with some fine views, Approach- 
iug Armagh, the town, situated in 
the midst of highly cultivated lands, 
and embellished with planting, ap- 
pears to great advantage. A nearer 
approach does not disappoint the ex- 
pectation which had been raised by 
the distant prospect. The Primate's 
demesne would add much to the or- 
nament of the town if it were kept in 
good order. The walks through the 
plantations, surrounding a very ex- 
tensive lawn which spreads on each 
side over the hills to a considerable 
distance, afford some very beautiful 
views of the surrounding country. 
The landscape is diversified by a 
view of Armagh, and of several 
churches; the latter are very appro- 
priate appendages to the scenery of 
a Primate's demesne. The palace 
is a good building; a chapel is built 
near it; the office-houses are situat- 
ed in a plantation at a short distance, 
and the garden and some houses, in 
a very ruinous condition, surround- 
ing the fann- yard, are near the en- 
trance into the demesne. 

The Cathedral in Armagh is a 
large building ; on entering it the 
attention is arrested by a view of 
a monument erected to the memory 
of Lord Rokeby ; who, when Pit- 
mate of Ireland, contributed largely 
to the improvement of Armagh ; par- 
ticulariv by founding an extensive 
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library. His good intentions were 
in some degree, frustrated, as the li- 
brary, too like other public property, 
has suffered from mismanagement. 

As the readers of tours frequently 
lose much of the information they 
might have gained from the experi- 
ence of others, by travellers not can- 
didly confessing the errors and mis- 
takes into which they had been led, 
I must acknowledge that I very near 
missed seeing a public walk in Ar- 
magh, called the Mall. I had heard 
much of this walk, but I was so con- 
fident that I should find it without 
assistance, that a feeling of vanity, 
misnamed pride, prevented me from 
making any inquiry respecting it, 
and consequently I di.l not find it 
uniil a lew minutes previous to my 
leaving the town, that a friend kind- 
ly showed it to me. The Mall does 
not possess the charm of variety ; 
its dull uniformity might be much 
improved by planting interspersed 
in the space between the walks. 

Proceeding on my journey I pass- 
ed through Portadowu, a town re- 
markable for little except being a 
large <;raiii market. Travelling on- 
wards I arrived at Moyallon. a place 
which has been celebrated as a co- 
lony of" philanthropists, whom big- 
ot zeal hath nicknamed Quakers," 
by a poet who was once ranked a» 
mong the patriotic friends of Ireland, 
but who has latterly either changed 
his opinions, or prudently concealed 
them : neither of which motives are 
honourable. This gentleman, tak- 
ing the fullest extent of the liberty 
granted by the poet's licence, wrote 
a description of Moyallon, without 
ever having seen that part of the 
country ; but if *' rumour with iter 
hundred tongues," may be relied on, 
he visited it after the poem was writ- 
ten, to ascertain whether his descrip- 
tion was correct. He has described 
the "mora! code"of the Quakers: giv- 
en theai due merit for not engaging in 
c c 
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description was written. His body 
has since been shrouded by the 
grave, but his virtues live undecay. 
ed and undecaying in the recollec- 
tion of his friends. After his sepa. 
ration from the Quaker society, he 
did not join any other sect, but he 
possessed that spirit of genuine re- 
ligion which, unconfined to.anype. 
culiar theological denomination, a- 
(jorns and dignities human uature. 
Few persons made a better use of 
his riches than Thomas Phelps. 
He had learned the " luxury of doinv 
good," and his purse was ever open 
to promote plans of usefulness. 



war] for refraining from carrying 
"persecution's torch to fire their 
neighbour's domes;" for not being 
employed in litigation ; and for being 
the advocates ot the abolition of the 
slave-trade ; without considering that 
some of the characters he portrays, 
although wearing the peculiar garb, 
have long since seceded from con- 
nection with that society. A more 
intimate knowledge of his subject 
might have convinced him that his 
description of Quakers was not strict- 
ly appropriate ; and a nearer inspec- 
tion might have discovered glaring 
defects. - Modern Quakers have fre- 
quently received credit for qualities 
which do not really belong to them. 
In politics many of them are ex- 
tremely intolerant, although they 
have the affected cant of disclaim- 
ing any interference in party, or in 
in politics, in consequence "of the 
favours which government have be- 
stowed" on them. Others more 
openly avow their, predilections on 
the side of power, however it may 
happen to b§ administered ; while 
poly afew of those whostrictly con- 
form to the rules and dispipline of 
their society, possess more liberali- 
ty than their brethren. 
" A few years ago a diversity of 
sentiments prevailed among the 
Quakers, and in consequence a large 
number of persons of the greatest li- 
berality, intelligence, and amiability, 
seceded from connection with them 
pn conscientious niotives. Some of 
these persons residing at Moyalloh 
have been erroneously supposed by 
cursory observers to belong to that 
society whose peculiar mode of dress 
and manner of speaking they still 
retain. Of surviving characters I 
shall nbt speak, lest my motives may 
be misunderstood, but Imay be per- 
mitted to contribute my feeble ef- 
forts towards eulogizing one of these 
seceders, Thomas Phelps, who lived 
"» Moyallon at the time the poetic 



" Him portioned maids, apprentic'd orphans 

blest, 
The young ■who labour, and the old who 

rest." 

To his philanthropy and bene- 
volence were joined an amiable 
affability of manners, and the strict- 
est probity and integrity. He 
encouraged various plans for the be- 
nefit of the poor, in which he was 
cordially supported by many of 
bis neighbours, of congenial senti- 
ments- Many of these institutions 
remain, and some have been dis- 
continued. I hope they have not 
been discarded without due consi- 
deration, and without convincing 
proofs of their inutility, as much 
injury has accrued from a want 
of perseverance in plans for the 
relief of the poor: besides a want 
of active benevolence is a crime 
in the richer classes of the com- 
munity. 

The grounds around Moyallon are 
highly cultivated and improved, but 
except in some places where the 
scenery is embellished by a pros- 
pect of the Bann, ' the views are 
seldom fine, in consequence of the 
flatness of the country. ' Passing 
through the small village of Gilford, 
the traveller proceeds through a 
fine country, enlivened by bleach- 
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greens, the Bann -adding tfluch to 
the beauty of the scenery, and ar- 
rives at Banbridge, an improving 
town. 

To the Prtfrklm of tU Stlfast Magaxiiie. 

A CONSIDERABLE quantity of 
snow having fallen on the 10th 
and 11th days of January, 18 14; 
and being much drifted on roads 
whose direction ran nearly north and 
south, leaving the east side open, 
and on the west a close high fence, 
the snow accumulated to the depth 
of 6 and 10 feet, on an aver- 
age. 

This was the case on the great* 
est part of the road from Bangor 
to Newtownards. 

On the morning of the 12th, an 
attempt was made with a few men 
and a roller drawn by one horse, to 
clear and make passable a part of 
the mail coach road, and not more than 
a quarter of a mile of it could be 
effected before night came on. Ear- 
ly next morning, the roller was 
sent out with a number of men, on 
the same road, who cleared about 
half a mile more. A new roller, 
or a machine {No. 1) was hastily 
put together, and sent out on another 
part of that road, drawn by oxen, 
and with 10 or 12 men, cleared up- 
wards of three miles of the road 
from Bangor to Donaghadee, where 
the snow had not d lifted much. On 
the 14th thh machine made a 
clear passage from Bangor to New- 
townards. 

Another, (No. 2,) drawn by 4 
burned cattle, and 2 horses, with a 
one horse rcilkr following it, passed 
over 7 or 8 mile* of road, and fi- 
nally, on the 15th., made the road 
clear for carriages and cars, to Don- 
aghadee; a post-chaise, with 4 
horses, having on the 16th passed 
from Doaagiiadce through Bangor, 



nearly to Newtownards, where the 
snow had again stopped the road; 
but on the 17th, it was completely 
opened, and kept open by these ma- 
chines. 

On the 25th and 26th, another 
road was opened from Donaghadee 
to Newtownards, by the spirited 
exertions of upwafds of 250 of Do- 
naghadee yeomen, together with the 
neighbouring farmers and people 
from Newtownards, without the as- 
sistance of a machine. 

The greater part of this road run- 
ning east and west, did not require 
quite so much labour as that be- 
tween Newtownards and Bangor ; 
and taking the number of those 
wia> joined the yeomen, &c. to b'e 
60, theTe were at the rate of 150 
men per day employed in clearing 
six miles, for 4 days ; about one quar- 
ter of a mile of that road having 
been cleared by the machine ; that 
is, from the quay of Donaghadee 
to the Bangor rOad, and from the 
joining of Bangor and Donaghadee 
road, to the square of Newtown- 
ards. 

In 5 days, the machines, with 
their draft attendants, and on an. 
average, 10 shovellers each day, 
cleared 8 miles of road* and kept it 
clear, though much snow fell and 
drifted during that period. The 
machines were also used on other 
roads. 

The 25th was the last day neces- 
sary to use the machine (No. 3) 
on the mail- coachload, for the pur- 
pose of levefikif; ruts made, by carts, 
&c. ; as for several days a great 
part of the country had no passage 
for provisions toBtlfa^t, except by 
this road, and the open road being 
very narrow, suffered much in> 
jury. 

Had the machines been used in 
perfection at the first," two days 
work would have clearly open- 
ed ft miles, about foar-fimis of the 



